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1 hate the corperate plam for global domination through -
capitalism. The world in which everyone drimks the ssme
cake -and eats the same burgers and listens te the same
top L4O. Where 'multiculturalism! is s uperficially
acknewledged as a prefitable merketing device, People zre
allowed te keep their exotic foods awnd costumes while

.singing 'Its 4 Smell World After All'y zs lomg 2s their

radically different ways of thinking

rotior end veing are for

But studying the histery of oeHoanmﬂos.ﬁnuu it was 8 let

easier foer me to lament the devastetion of cultures other
than my own- native zmerica ns, irish, phillipines, cajuns,
-8y group ether than Jews. I could moura the less of
lenguages and dances srd rituals that can eccur in one
generstion, not thinking of my owm family, in which my
mother, who is fluent in Yiddisk, passed on nething,

EBetk my paremts survived the sho'zh, the holecaust. 4= =
kid, that experience was transiitted te me through
osmesis, aod defineg witheut being articulzted, se¢ muck
ef my sense of being Jewish. It meant wegative things:
less, death, displacement, distrust, shame, Tt meank met
celebrating Christmas or believing in Santa, but get
Recessarily beimg shown .am al ternastive. .

X lot of the Jews I kmew grewimg up c¢laimed te be
‘culturally Jewish', While this is a valid pesitinm
te claim, it requires & cenzchkeuws effert te value
and maimtain Jewdish traditiens, te met fully
asgimilate, Unfertumately, far many people beinmg
culturally Jewisk seems te mesm ackmewledging enly
2 white-washed version of Jewisk identity, It means
eating bagels amd sayimg tey', Mest urbam pgeys are-
jus t as likely te € ¢ these thimgs. They are tekems
‘whiec W witheut a feumdatienm beceme ensty amd mean-
imgless te the next gemeratiem. Celebratimg a
skeleton of the Jewlpk kolidays at mest of my .
Ifriendst heuzes lnvelved munbliwg threurk sexe
Febrew witheut amy passien, witheut seep or
challanging discussiox of what we were deing or
why., I hate deing awything swperficislly., I knew
thers was mers ...but where te Tind it7 ks an
adult, mest Jewish emvirenmswhs are (er feel)
clesed te me bacause of sexism, hoemeghobia ame
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¥ oo e w wune up au WAS TOID BY my parents: " We want
Yyou to get a nose job and your ears pinned back so you can find a husband "

Many surgeons also anaa_gaamoﬁmun%ﬁ:ﬁ@ a diagnosis of
'Gender Identity Disorder’. There are some wonderful, supportive therapists who
will bend the Standards of Care and offer sliding-scale fees. There are also
many, many ‘doctors' who have incredibly narrow, antiquated ideas of what it
means to be a ‘real' man or woman. Some of these doctors are gD

- condescending fuckers who will charge you $150 an
hour to. determine what's wrong with you and what's best for you (becanse you
couldn't possibly know yourself, you sick little freak of nature!). And some of
them are members of the 'gay community' - people who claim to be Trans Allies
in a political sphere, but who actually know nothing about FTM experience. Yet,
these same people feel more than entitled as doctors to supervise our jumps
through the hoops of the Standards of Care - for a hefty fee of course. And
althongh the psychiatric industry classifies transsexualism as ‘Gender Identity
Disorder', every insurance company in the U.S. (except two, I think) specifically
excludes coverage of anything related to ‘sex transformation’. . )

Of course, breast enlargement is much easier and less expensive. Non-
transsexual body modifications which support the binary gender system are
encouraged. People can have their breasts enlarged to the size of watermelons
without needing any psychiatric approval. ,

And I realize that I'had it so easy. Even though we have so far to goin
terms of social acceptance and healthcare, conditions have greatly improved for
some transpeople in the U.S. I am grateful to have all these medical options
available to me, and to not have to worry about coming off the operating table
alive. Randi Etnner’s book Confessions of a Gender Defender describes many
real-life examples of transpeople who have been ravaged by the cruelty and
transphobia of the medical system. Stories of people who have been
‘mstitutionalized, had botched surgeries, given conflicting and damaging
hormones, died from being denied care. And I also donot need to read a book to
hear these stories - they are the stories of 100 many trans people I know. The
bodies of so many people are marked by the pain of their transitions - they are
scarred from swviving multiple surgeries by ignorant or uncaring doctors; they

cannot get or afford hormones or surgery. These bodies which make people gasp

in horror are fiercely beautiful ~ they survive even these £asps, again and again.

I'am so Incky to have the upper-class privilege - money - to afford
surgery. Because of job discrimination, and the additional mental stress caused
by being gender-variant in this society, marny trans men are low-income,
Therapy, legal name changes, hormones, eéndocrinologists, and surgery are large
and crucial expenses for many transpeople, Binding (as in binding one's breasts _
10 create the appearance of a flat chest) is a painfut necessity for most FTMs
living as men or trying to be perceived as male, And for many FTMs with Jarge
chests, it is simply not an option. One of the things I have been able to do with
my class privilege is give and raise money for other trans peoples' surgery. If
you have the money, I encourage you to do the same. If you are an upper-middle
class or owning-class transperson, a trans person with a large inheritance, or

spesk High German (and seversl other languages) very well,
and 'hryan' coloring. When my father was 12 his family
immigrated te Australis (one ef the fey countries which
accepted Jewish refugees).

.1 think abouth my parents' Jewishness and the ways they
were damaged by Anti-semitism and the war, I knew that
shortly after thxe war my father's family had to lesve
Poland (again), because of his subversive pelitical
gctivities. And I know that my fatherx used te write

. bestry, . because I have heard the gtery ef how he once let

@ teacher (in France) see his book of poems. When the
teacher H.oc.ﬁ out he was Jowish, the boek wzs ‘lest!,

Hew mush was lost, Lives, childhoods, Art snd faith.
Hope. A belief in humemity emd tikkun (healing). Spirit
te pursue things like art and activism and radical
vigions, which are uswally ceunter-sctive te making money
and gainimg secial acceptance, but are crucial te living
fully and passionately, Awa and wender and epenness,

What is called spirituality is nourishment of all this,

My father stopped writing peetry and became z wirulent
2theist,

Everytime I go te shul znd everytime I daven I am inp
mourning for what was lost. But I sm so thankful for the
atreng thin thread that survived. Sometimes I thipk of
the 'marranes' the cenverses- hidden Sephardic Jews, who
were forced te: cenvert te Christianity by Spain and
Portugal; but secretly maimtained their traditiens,
Often 2 grandmether would descend to the basement to
light twe candles en Friday evening. A father weuld

wrap himself in 2 white cleth apd fast twe days of

- the year. No one knew why, but that w:s what wes done

in their family,

* Im one scepe of Art Spiegelman's Maus boeks, the author

draws himself at his shriok's office. His therapist,
like xWw Spiegelman's parents, is 2 holecaust survivor.
The shrink says: 'you, net your father, are in some Wweys
the real survivor.! .

This is net to devalue the lives of those who liveg
through hell. But the ways that peeple manage to sur-

=vive are not zlways gwethammbdmaiigrthe healthiest,
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vehicles for intense psychological shifts, into a mental state that could be :

designated sacred. Cutting or piercing, in a sexual or /M context, have a : _— 0% %.vﬂ’ mln
similar effect, and therefore require (for me) a certdin level of trust and d L
connection. It seems obvious that such a radical and deliberate reshaping of my . * -
body as chest surgery should be intensely spiritnal However the process of IRATE N WO&. ,‘.3 hiﬂ

. preparing for surgery is pathologized and depersonalized and felt gut-

wrenchingly wrong to me. It was like one of those Star Trek episodes where, r ‘—.F s
&nﬁowgiﬁnﬁgo.gasgoﬁﬁumoﬂag&aﬁﬁg nnTw e e War.
" alternative universe, where all the people and places are the same, but something - . )

feels inexplicably wrong. In the right universe, gender changes would be .

celebrated similarly to the way heterosexual weddings are now: by the combined

support of family, community, spirituality and state. (But then in an ideal world,

there would be no imperialist nation-state; but rather a network of cooperative

communities,)

After speaking with me, a local rabbi generously offered to do a
mikvah (ritual immersion) before my surgery. I didn't go through with it for
several reasons, one of which is that a ritual which involves being naked in front
of another person (in this case a female rabbi) is inappropriate for most
transpeople, who are very uncomfortable in their bodies, At the time, I didn't
know enough about Jewish practices to create my own, the way that Jéwish’
womeh have created new rituals for menstruation, menopause, and recovery
from sexual assault, among others. And I was lacking confidence and a
knowledge of precedent. I did not realize that Jewish practice has changed .
constantly and radically over the millenia, and that even many seemingly _
established events, such as Bat and Bar Mitzvahs, are only several decades old. I
did not want this event to be marked only by having to lie to my employer and
shrinks, by having cold interactions with medical providers, and by making a
large withdrawal from my bank account. _

I did stand on the edge of the Columbia Slough, brush the lint
from my inside-out pockets and say Tashlich : "And You will cast all their sins
into the depths of the sea" (Micah 7:19). I did walk down to the Latino grocery
store and fill a box with tall white novena candles,

"Funeral?” the clerk asked me, .

"No, surgery.”

He nodded solemmly and handed back my change,

Friends made me intricate candle-wrappers of prayers and sexy - .
pictures, protective beasts and small birds (feygelech) with stitched chests, We :
brought all these candles to the hospital and I kept them lit in my bedroom for ;
the week while I lay in bed bandaged and read sci-fi and James Baldwin, i

Al
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Ir May 1943 the Nazis lsumched the fimal destructien
ef the Jewlsgh ghette in Lvev, Theusands ef Jews were
rounded up ord exscuted...k few Survived by hidimg
n the” tunkels of the sewer system, beneath the- city.

»+sWhen the Russpians liberated Lver, the Jews
 Smerged frem the sewers leoking more 1ike crestures
g f the underwerld tham humag beings; stosped over, -
cevered withk mud, emsciated ang wearing rags. Their
s months im darkness had blinded them, ge that for weeks
@ them bleod-red.n
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gesturing and intonation that sounds like Tamily,

And then from the seats in from of me, I hear voices that are even more
familiar - Australian Jewish voices. Three older female relatives of the bat
mitzvah girl have arrived. They sound like my mother, ny aunt, my mother's

or not-straight femme in different contexts.

1 can't help but break out info a huge smile, but | immediately look
down and try and hide it, before they wonder: 'who is that weirdo, sitting there
grinning at us?

so she is discussing angels. She begins to talk about the difference between
Jewish and Christian concepts of angels. Now this I Jike. Angels, in Jewigh
" tradition, are not cherubic harbingers of goodness, They are fierce and
- sometimes terrifying. And unlike Christianity, Fudaism sees them as an -
‘interesting side note, the greatest relevance of angels, says the rabbi, is asa .
metaphor for humanity at its most inspired. As illustration, she describes a scene
from the film Towards a Hate-Free Millenium, about Matthew Shepard. During
the trial of Shepard's murderers, the homophobic Reverend Phelps and his
followers demonstrated outside the courthouse. They carried their usual signs,
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PRONOUNS yu:

In self-defonse clsss 1 learned abeut a medel called
a Centinwsm ef Vielence, which can bs applied te

any ferm of oppressien, It illwstrates the ldea
that individual, small acts ef .vlelence are related
te and enczhble the mest systemic aud destructive ones,

™

She
ze

At ene emd of the spectrum we kave all tke daily
incidemta which we try te blew eff amd beceme imm
irmmune te. Fer example, seme everyday experiences
of racist vmielaence for peeple of celer sre:
vegative, stereetypical images ef peeple of celor
in the medha; verbal harzssmemt, racist er eure
centric conmants; S ing fellewed in steres amd
agsumed te be a crimimal, etc., etce A1l these
seomimgly little things ars cumlative snd wear downs
sur semse of self-wortk. They cenditiom us te acc ept
sccep t greater vielatlews.

Further aleng the centinuum ef racist vielemce are
thimngs like being demied employment, educatien, h
healthcare, leams and hpusing; beiwng crimimalized
apd imcarcerated. The emd of the centimuum fer all
ferms ef sppression is the mest extreme: rape, mu
‘myrder, cultural obliteratier and gemeclde.

Bagic survival is the mest pressing izsue fer mest
transpeopls. At least ene of us iz murdered avery
menth in the U.S. There are few laws pretecting us
fren job amd heusimg discrimimatiem, Healtkeare
(basic avd tramg-specifie) is ususlly imaccessible,
unavailable or unafferdable. And that's net evem
getting lutermatienal. :

Hewaver, all this is net umcemmected te the painful
everyday stuff, eftem coming frem people 'in the
cemuunity’ wke sheuld kmew bette r. .

The combinaTion o Wy new name 1& a word
m:né&.ﬁw r ) rn + _ .ﬁWﬁ _.Sw. r»..v omosbw up
s il TIDA +.° .

- I Mas&roé urﬁ was .w:.:q

yhiverst so Jﬁ._m

+o Yafv vs PPTW# .Fﬂ

ioi :.+ f?«%n} .

ﬁ\p%ﬁ :_.Jr+ # m«a»é.;' .F;._u _ WAS I 4 bus u:s.u
A Fo some Jewish event. Twe Women mﬂ.x._.: nexT
| 1s me were rp,.ms“ A _EJ tonversaion. | veal-
e -1zed #)+ onie bf ._.rm__s was a black pnimmr
. . .?»Suiis?:- Semeone | needed to _3@0._;.

.l # _apsL pver .ﬁ. ?.7. .Tn,m quLf .S.Ln JR

} .n.i‘svﬁ amd Said 2" ILT: ZV. name is — * Aud
._._.351 a §.§ms+ o.m wpamn psu oosﬁdu_.s;i _
ﬂoc—bs.+ _\n.sﬁ.s_oo.\ i—:..d. 3% NEAMME WAS - WL..

i._.? ij .ﬂms;_Sn _uomma u_..o no.,;.\nw %..\ me,

. mrcurnv :Q. u._np_smsnhsu HS_\L said : ¢ <<>L..| dow

«T; me — T.—. me .vcm“.vw ..__ .m_;m Hoﬁ._, one _zns.._ te
rcw .._1:547\ _oormg_ me rp_L N .ﬂwn A%nm os\L
said: " Your name is zmoﬁf.e

3 Mrﬂ le._sw .?;,uﬁ %3&.«:“_5@ Was T%Tﬁr&
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mmm I was very youmg and it wss areund Hawnukah time=
Christmas fer (secemingly) the rest ef the werld.
Of. ceurse, being a yeumger versien ef the glamerous
srt-fag that I am tedsy, 1 was imgawely jealeus ef
///f/ a1l the lights and decerations en £ll the other
. heuses. It was art, and I wasn't allewed te be -
part of it. My parents weren't shewing us awy ef Y
T the beauwtiful awd creakive Jowish traditiens that ;HHHW
weuld have made that time feel like mere than an rmuww
. absence~sf-Christmas. Se I talked my yeunger brether
" iwte puttimg up Chawuka deceratiems. They were messy.
Jittle kid drawings em cemstructiem paper tsgped te (T
L2k the wimdew eof eur ksuse, Ne ewe could kave deciph=
M ered them frem the street. .@u\,
i\ Then my mother came im. She saw what we Rad dere,
and immediately tere dewn eur drawimgs. Ske reacted
with : am amger that was disprepertiemately grave
and deep. It was @ mement whenm we were being taught :
semethimg: that this is met what we de: we de not V4
" anneunce sur Jewiskwess te the werld, De we shew @
it e cack ether? Im subtle, twisted ways. Im lew- @77
veiced cemmewts that Jews are smarter, better thax A\
sthers.

T still feel this shame. Part of me feels ashamed o
when I zcknewledge my ethnicity emd difference te
RenwJews or te Jews whe dem't identify as Jewisho

The messages 1 get fren my paremts were cenfusing
becauge for ge lomg I ceuld wet see the enemy. The
experience of the Helecaust cawd sed mawy eof its
survivers te semse danger everywhere., Yes, there
. was (awd ig) anti-gemitism all areund us, but in
the T.Se it is mestly subtle, net the immedizte
life-threatening kind. Thie kind will kill yeu «...!Mw

4

but slewly, gemtly. It kills cultures, the seul ef
a pesple, threugh aspimilstiem, wet threugh actuallk
destreying their bedies. Whem we have been made se
zfraid, se ashamed, that we cammet evem raise ewr
veices te explain ewr traditiens te eur children;
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Tkis i= partly because it's hard te believe thel
semeene accepts me as & bey, when they dea't fully
accept themselves as male until they can psss 150%.
This is where the cerrelztien breaks dewn fer me,
betweer passing as 2 Jew amd as a guy o Other than
the time I get a kitchhiking ride frema nee-Nazi
with & swastika tateced en his arm, I caw't think

of toe mamy times that I've wamied te pass as & geoy.
I can defiritively say that I hove me deslre te be |
mere Christiamn-like tkar I kave already beer ferced
te be. But it seems like most transpeeple (imcInding
me right wew) are striving te pass amd hating the
parts that den't pags. Sometimes it is very hard

te digtinguisk between gemder dyspheria amd interm-
alized transphebla.

= VYDATE <y

Its beem a ceuple momths since I wrote the last.
draft of this essay. My ideas abeut gender sre
chawging se muck 2s I meet mere imspiring people,
have mere cenversatiens, fird mere beeks, have mere
time te think. I'm reslizimg that a let ef the
preblem is this: while I'm pwrfectly khappy not _
passing as Christian er straipht, whem I der't pass
" as 8 guY ‘there is ne recegnized categery fer me

—

“te fall imte ether tham 'girl', which feels wremge.

Seme- peeple, because of their phkysical presembatien,
are placed by sthers in the cztegery ef'tramay! or
Tgendertrash' whem they dem't pass, Because of my
‘Yeminime' traits, I pass well as a girl mest ef
the time. & bubcky, dykey girl, but wet 3 gender
thet utterly cenfeunds people im the way that ether
mere physically ambigueus peeple 6. pyry of this
hazg te de with the fact thet I'm living in Pertland
a goed-sized tewn with a large dyke pepulatien, ’

Depo°-Testosterone

testosterane cypionate sterile sofution -
(testosterone cyplonate Injection, UsP)
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..woa&a that &uﬂon her aE: mﬁo:wv go@vo& or in the E&n m.»nw
~rn chose to play in Albert-Birot’s theater. But when ._.o decided to appear as -
f feminine, this too was projected as constantly mediated anﬂ. through the mask |
of B&asv and artifice or through the series of actual masks she assumed pun_
8 with: ‘which ke surrounded herself. These u.nEp—.w»En self-portraits, which serve : s
835 2 sedes of baffles behind which the “real” Claude Cahun mu»v_wnuﬁ.. function -
§ fuither as the material from which Moore, Cahun’s half-sister and lover, created -
: vvonoaoaﬂmnu to mark the ten sections of Aveux non avenues {or Onann?m Ooa.\.u-

§ sioni), Gahun's collection of autobiographical narratives, .poems, accounts of
: mnoﬂsu and reflections on the condition of identity,

2\ ) PDATE #2 @
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Hﬁ is. &?% Sikket and temight I wewt te the firet

of 3 "Intre. te -Judaism ou.nmumm..mmw_ne.a is a .wmﬂq.ema

festival, ‘when Jews build. naoeﬂm&um beeths, called

sukkahs; eutside, to. mu.dew and eat in fer the seven

day holidsy, The class stonds under the beautifully P

géecorated sukkah eof a lecal symagegue. The rabbi .

"8 s 15 explaining a dilemma:.Wis wife has alwsys loved :

AN Bhrd stmas lights. Qy, how embarassing fer a rakbl} )

, That ldnd of 'geylm madpess® her we place im a geed

7\ <Jewish heme; right? Well, wme year, the rabbi amd , i«
his wife were in Jerusalem Ter Sukket. They wers

in.the great alaza by the wailimg wall, where &

~ huge communlty sukkah was set up. L1l areund the

a zquare, vemders were sellimg deceratiens, imcludimg .
bexes of 1itile Lights en strings, calleds

Along with André Breton and
¢ Georges Bataille, “he was a fouriding member of Oounn.>§m=n. .
- a group ngﬁrnm in 1935 in anmvonmn to the threat Om Fascism.

N They " sﬁ&- B.v«.u.no-om
| but uvaﬁ.ea death by: .E-m
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~ Claude Cahun, Self-Portrait, ca. 1919. m.meaw print.

Reform, Chassidic, Reconstructionist, Orthodox, Renewal, and Ooﬂo?unﬁ are
some of the many different branches/ approaches/ practices of Judaism. These
branches often overlap and subdivide.

L)

The Jewish Diaspora

Jewish communities have existed all over the world There are many

subcultural groups, each with their own customs, languages, foods, music, etc.
Hebrew is the main textual and religious language of the Jewish people, but at
one time each of these sub-cultural groups had their own day-to-day languages
as well, which mixes of Hebrew and the languages of wherever they were living,
Because of the Holocaust, and mass migration to Israel, most of these languages
are increasingly scarce.

The more priviledged and recognized Jewish cultural group is
Ashkenazi Jews, Jews from central and Eastern Europe. They spoke/speak
Yiddish - a mixture of Hebrew, German, and other languages. "Mizrahi - eastern
in Hebrew - is used to describe people descended from Jewish communities that
never left the Middle East and North Africa in the course of their Jewish history.
Their home langnage was usnally arabic or Judeo-Arabic and many aspects of
their culture were closer to their Arab neighbors than to Ashkenazi Jews. The
adjective Sephard is the temm that derives from Sepharad, the Hebrew word for
Spain, representing those descendants of the Jewish community that flourished
in Spain or Portugal for hundreds of years until the Catholiuc Inquisition and
expulsion of the Jews in 1492, This community was dispersed and settled
primarily in the Ottoman Empire, especially in Morocco, Turkey and Greece.”
They spoke/ speak Ladino, a medetval Judeo-Spanish language.

- "There are other, ancient, Jewish communities that are neither
Ashkenazi, Sephardi, nor Mizrahi. Though some Ethiopian, Italian, Greek, and
Indian Jewish communities trace their lineage to those lands for more than a
thousand years, their histories are tied in complicated ways to the other
Mediterranean and Middle Eastern Jews." ,

(quoted text from Bridges, a journal for Jewish feminists and our friends, vol. 7)

The Calendar

The Jewish calendar is Iunar and solar-based. Each new 24-hour period begins at
sunset, rather than sunrise. There are 13 months, with an extra leap month
thrown in every three years, to compensate for the cycle of the sun. Jewish time
is also based on the observance of the sky and moon, instead of only fixed,
calculated time. Because the length of days and nights varies with the seasons,
the length of Jewish hours and minutes also varies.

It is currently the Jewish year 5760. Traditionally, the year one was
considered the time of the world's creation. Jews often use the abbreviations

O.m.AOQEEoumBVQ.w.O.m.Aw&oacogonmnmv,gaowﬁoogﬂ.
based B.C. or AD. .
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without doing anything to include trans people or issues in their organizations.
Althongh queer and trans struggles are interlinked, they are different.

(If you are queer;)

Don't assume that because you are queer, that you know about trans issues.
Recognize your own gender uniqueness and how transphobia affects you, but

don't speak for trans people.

Also recognize that within trans communities, not only is each individual's
experience different, but each group of individuals' experience is different from

other groups. For example, African-American transsexual issues are different

from disabled third gender issues, which are different from intersex issues, -

which are different from drag king issues (etc. etc.). Just as you probably
wouldn't (or shouldn't) ask a gay man to explain lesbian issues, you shouldn't

lump all trans people together, because we all have unique experiences of -
oppression,

Don't assume you know about trans issues because you once knew A trans
person.

Good Things: ) :

Be honest about how much you know, or don't know. It is refreshing}
wonderful to hear someone say: 'Actually, I don't know anything about
transpeople. I want to support you and respect you, so please forgive my
ignorance. I'm going to go get some books and start educating myself.'

-Educate Yourself! Go to the libraty or bookstore, or the internet. Start an
unlearning transphobia group with your other non-trans friends. Write a non-
discrimination policy for your workplace that protects gender identity and -
expression. Bring in some trans folk to do an educational presentation for your
group or organization. Think about how you can be a better ally to trans people.

-And on a personal level: once you have educated yourself, talk with other non-
trans people about gender issnes. Trans people shouldn't have to do all the

work. Besides, even though there are way more of us than you think, there aren't
enough of us 10 educate all the hordes and hordes of non-trans people in the

world. Also, it's a lot harder for us to do this work, because we are more

vulnerable. And helping someone unlearn their transphobia usually involves ™
hearing and sotting through a lot of hurtful crud while people sort out their

feelings about gender.

Interrupt inappropriate gender behavior )

This is another thing which is sometimes easier for a non-trans person to do,
because they are not making themselves as personally vulnerable. However, it
requires a lot, of understanding about trans issues. For example, if someone is
still referring to me by the wrong name and pronoun, I don't trust them to
appropriately correct others, I do have a couple friends who are very skilled at
this, and they never cease to amaze me. For example, corpecting other people
when they refer to someone by the Wwrong pronoun is very important. When

introducing peopte, it is good etiquette to clue them in beforehand about the
gender of and language preferred by any transpeople who are present. By this I

~ don't mean outing any transpeople who would prefer not to be out, but letting
people know how to refer to any transpeople who may not pass. And simply
saying things like: "I'm a lady, he's a guy.” or “That's none of your business" or
" Actually, his voice/body/manner is just great the way it is, and I don't want to
hear another comment about it", can save the day. \
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!
-Don't Interrogate Me
once again, it's not y job to educate you and I may not feel like answering your
incredibly personal questions right now. For example, don't ask me how my .
family is taking it -if yeu've just met me,

-The Boys Don't Cry Syndrome
Since this movie came out, many many people have taken it upon themselves to

discuss it at length with me, ask me if I've seen it, explain how tragicitwasand -

how hard it was for them to watch as a non-trans person. This is sort of the

equivalent of coming up to me and saying 'Hey, you're a Jew! Have you seen the

latest movie about the Holocaust? Well, let me tell yon, I'm Very Interested in
this subject, and boy was it hard for me to watch all those people get killed.' It
1S really important for people to educate themselves about different experiences
of oppression, however, someone who has to deal with that oppression all the
time may not want to hear about it, or process how hard it was for you, as
someone not directly effected by it. Check yourself before you bring up the ten
latest, most horrifying transphobic things yon heard yesterday, which your trans
friend may actually not want to re-experience with youn.

~Outing
There are many situations in which it may not be safe for a trans person to be

out. Examples are: family, work, dealing with the cops, walking by large groups
of aggro young white men at night, eic.

Transpeople have to negotiate this ground everyday, depending on how we pass

and how others perceive us. For example, if someone reads me as female and
refers to me as 'she’, I might or might not correct them depending on many
variables: whether I'm going to have to see them again, bow awkward or
dangerous or annoying a situation might become, how confident I feel, who I'm
with, how much backup I have, etc. etc. Quting someone could very easily cost
someone their job, a relationship, or their physical safety. This is definitely a
gray area and one that is good to check in about.

-Also, think about when and why you out someone as trans. Are you talking
about your 'transgendered friend' just to prove how open and hip you are? Is it
necessary to out this person, or are you doing it for your own personal reasons?
As Ew friend Jayson said: "Sometimes I just want to be the regular guy-next-
door.” Well, sometimes I just want to be the regular alien boy next door.

W Ao
-Names '

are very powerful things. For a lot of trans people, the names given to us by our

parents represent a gender identity which was wrong, humiliating and forced.

Changing our names carries a lot more weight than it does for non-trans people. :

So don't ask someone what their old name was. And don't ask if our current
names are our 'given names'. If someone wants you to know, they will tell you.
And if you know someone's old name, don't share it with other people.

Also, don't make comments about the gender implications of transpeoples’
names. This is especially annoying in a cross-cuitural context. A name which .
means (or sounds like) 'Badass Warrior King' in one langnage, might mean, (or

«..cr_a o 3335..7 o:
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Semetimes I thimk, if I do trawsition medicslly,
that physical adelescemce would be the apprepriate
time for a bar mitzvah. Ther my veice would crack,
like my friewd Adam's did, as I read my Terah
pertion. Then we could all celebrate my 'beceming
a maw' in the Jewish cemmumity. We ceuld 211 cele-
brate my beceming mere passable.(i am being -
sarcastic). Yeak, I can see myself makimg that
speach up en the bima...

Judaism is sach a challenge rigat new, because it

is se strictly gendered swd ge patrisrchal. There

is millemia of werk te de te transferm the religiew
and cylture szimply areund feminism amd wemen's
equality « pever mind traws issues, whickh few peeple
have even haard ef, nmuch less begus te think about.
Se many ef the rituals imvelve men's reles amd
wemen's reles, neither of whick I can participate

in publicly righkt wew...because I'm im-between,
because I dex't pass as a mem and there's me way
I'm geing te m»retend te bs a weman -~ it weuld feel
felge amd invalidating te eberything I'm tryimg te
uncever right new, But in seme ways they beth feel

,:H-ungmanmﬁamHmo-.ﬁummwwﬂwmmpwpﬁmmsuneﬂ
2 Weman,

Ia seme ways, having a bar mitzvak weulé feel like
stopping up and taking my place at the gatzmes of
gender priviledge ~ priviledge whick I den't and
will never have., Evem if I de semeday'pass', I
will always be differemt, I will always be flamingly
queer. I will mever be seamlessly, thoughtlessly
gendoered or bedied. I will wever be able te step
werrying sbeut the pessibility of baing revealed,
of vielence, . And I am ghaped ky my girlheed, by
my experiewces of being female, ef beimg a dyke.
She 1s part ef me always.

Any spirituality is abeut wheleness, healing and
heonesty. Hew could I de semethimg sscred, hew ceuled
1 de semethimg in the memeg ef my ancesters witheut
being whels , witheut belwg henest?
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behave ond appear mere 'feminipe', to walk nqm talk -
'right!, ia erder te pass (Kate Bermsteln writes

sbeut this in Gemder Owtlew}.Many trawspeeple are

ferced te cenform te soclety's gender expoctations:

in erder te survive. But ideslly, why sheuld eur

seuse ¢f self hinge en other peoples! perceptions?
Basides being completely meddeming, this goes For yesra this has beew
against everything I belleve in as 3 feminist : gonder,

and & queer,

the word claesest to my

- I zm-nm.u. areund the mall by myself fer hours, try

1 used te be ebsesped with these lista thet I carrled tryimg to fimd a dress shirt for this weddimg. - -
areund mentally: . - . Nothing fits in the men's department. I finaxlly get
‘ : . i up the.ceursge to ge into the men's clething stere
-5 )/@ d . and they tell me I'm just umder the smallest size
w anSP e they carry. I always just miss the cuts fer the
: - - smallest size men's shees, sleeve length, shirt
ﬂ__ r\eﬂw v_boczvo.\\ r.Jr M.o_n\ﬂ. size. Shepping sucks im general (fuck cemsumerism})
,. . 5 but shesping with gemder anxiety is even more fum.
: ..TDZ . wﬁm).m : And whem yeulre trans amd yeur bedy is extra
»., w\j“gg .@.‘Swo.*.. QS.*L 'wreng! it sucks even mere ass. If ysu're MIF and
, . .h:.;_ 0L .s._.— L big or FIM amd small, it's am extre level of
\vuﬂo.n. amv S imvalidation, I imagine if I was a big, tall - °
: g ) tranaguy, goimg eut amd pulling a mewn's shirt eff
(ERY o«j Ay~
m A\SO ; - the rack tkhat fit me would feel like a cenfirmatien
A, 1 Sma M!K?«SN of my gender.
“h_oaL D\ﬁl m.ro_\ . - Of ceurse, other peeple experiemce variatioms of
j VTOW. 5 CrosSes Trqm , this situatiem- if you're amy. kind ef big/ fat girl

or slight bey, fimding clethes igs difficult, awd
WAL cles Cound \mSﬁm : makes you Hmmm. un~gexy and invisible, ’
- hait ne -low _oo& hair
MJUOb £ :

P xin ._A.ﬁ.“ Sgw %o.m‘.w\ Shn ~ Semetimes I leve beimg 3 bey. I can be a bratty
A.n J \~/ . : little boy or. &= cocky teemage bey whe womts te pin
ele. efe. =~ |

“Have you tried the bey's deparimentl™

the cheerleader uy agaimst the wall amd kave his

; way with: her, Sometimes I leve the wn~adultmess

Qawu on of it: not 'srewing wp' 1w the semse of cenferming
n\no\d\m,\m\_\ + eNer amd lesing yeur right te play. Semetimed 'bey! -

e fee 1 right because it's 2 yeung male idemtity,

: and my male self is youmg in gene wayse ke's .
irexparienced amd hasm't beaw eut ix the werls
vory lemg. He's experimenting and adelescent, His
sidebures and pecs srem't vislble yeto
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For a leng time I thought if peeple didn't
perceive me as a bey, them I ceuldn't be eme. This
cauged mo a let of paim amrd was a kuge facter im
denying my own snd ether peeples ! gemdars.

I remember the first transguy 1 met, years age.

At the time, he had just started hermenes. I
remember hangimg esut with him im greup secial
situatiens (mestly after hemscere skews) and a let
of peeple, including {I'm ashamed te say) myself,
calling him fshe! and 'her'. I remember kavimg a
cenversatien abeut this after eme such awkward
event. Irenic ally, I wus talking with swether
VERY gender ambiguhus persen sbeut hew they ™just
ceuldn't see him ag male%, (of ceurse, this = _
similtanesusly justified all the reasens I ceuldn't
be trams...whew, what a reliefl ka ha) At the time
I thowghi: 'yesh, that's true, it is hard te see
him as male becauss: I kmew him as a dyke, he's sze
short, etec ete blak bleh blah, .

Over the years I have had this discusslen with .
different people many times. Abeut hew they Jusi
car't see their MIF friemnd as & weman because she
'relates te them like a man! etc, And mow I got te
‘have thece ssme cenversations in relatien te myself.,

like many peepla, I veraciewsly read Stene Buich
Blues when it first came eut. I leve that beek amd
1 am se zlad 1t exists- it permamently changed the
gender lawndscape of the world. And Leslie Felmberg
is » tetal here te me, as a Jewlish, trams, multi-
issue radical activist. However, Stese Butch Bluwes
1s a fictiemal accpunt ef the life of sme trars
gendered butch lesbiam -~ it is net a hamdbeek en
the diversity ef trans experiemces. 4md se, bacause
it was the first amd fer a lemz time the enly -
pesitlve trams Infermatiem 1 kwaw abeut, 1t cenfused
me. Although semme ef the heart-wremchiung gemdsr
ageny felt se familiar te me, the pretagenist's
life is very differemt from mime in her ability te
pass. Her trens-ness is mere physically apparent.
Frem practically her birth ske is frequemtly
identified by ethers as male. She's tall emeugh

.=mw..nmuuwywsu aw hend) my wame'!s Caltlyme..l ge

te Oramt (hizh scheel). Wkere de you pe?
"Wow, I leve your plercims #yew're cute , what's
your mamel” . :

-

Teenage girlsg hit em me with ]l their lip=zleszs
aggresslvenass, It's flatterimg and a wice famtasy,
but aside frem beimg statutery rape, I kmaw what

they're atiracted te 1s am illusiems they think =
I'm xxmont a tesnager,

Frem a fully zmmwanwwﬁnduu-mpﬂuo-mm FIM activist
in his F0s: "Yeu're 26171 Ne way- I theught yeu .
were 161 I cam't believe it} I theught for sure
Yyou wxm were so youmgd® etc eto etc

and semetimes it's just the lie; It's the WIOREAE SN
of a categery I sliy inte becanmes mrmuWP-nﬂq gendex
system can't accemedate e, The -raality is It 27
Xam amd- semotines I want te be seem as my actusl
azes I got te comtdmue te experienwe sgeiem awd
Cendascemsien, Semetimes I want te be takem - -
serieusly, az sveryems of every age shewld be, And
belug censtmaxantly referred te. as & "tromnybey!

by certaim men-trans peeple bagins te feel -
ircerrect, cutesy-fisd, reduced.

Semetimes BOY feels like a revelutioma .
‘that I am defiming a3 I'm quprm 1%, Ty wew gemdar

Semetines I identify as a bey hacause it's the
clesest choice I've got.
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